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Seseral Description

1. According to source, the Aldan (N 58-37 B 125-34) rogion is a ra*bhu barren AR
although comparatively not a very cold #gotion of :the B
East Siberian isiga. In winter, there ‘are frequent foga and. much snow and the o
temperature rarely dropu below minus 40 degrees @entigrado. To the north and
east of Aldan the olimate is quite severe; minus 46 degrees Centigrade is a v
frequent winter temperature in Yakutsk, In the vicinlty of 57 to 58 degrees !
rorth latitude, 130 to 132 degrees east longitude, the ground rarely thaws
below 20 centimeters from the gurface, and in ‘only & few places can potatoes
grov,..

2, In the town of Aldan, most of the ground is lge~free only from about the middle
of June. to the middle of September,and the only quantity orop growa is potatoes,
The sovkhozy and kolkhozy are for the most part devoted to raising potatoes,
cabbages, onions, and relndeer. Other vegetableu, wheat, and all frult must be Lo
imported. ‘ '

3. Both the Udarnik sovkhozy are composed of Great Russians but the Kolkhoz i/n
the Seventh of November near Seligdar and the Kolkhoz 1/n Stalin,which are located Lo
& short distance north of Tobuk along the same side of the river,are composed of Tk
Yakuts who are engaged in poétato jrowing end reindeer raising, There is a Kol- e
%hoz 1/n Voroshilov (not showm on ma.p) :gout 60 kilometers to northeast of - Ci
Aldan along the“Aldan River, ' ‘

4, Rivers in the Aldan region are frozen over from the middle of September to early Lo
May. Those that are navigable are opea only from 15 May to 15 September, Naviga- RS
‘tion is frequently difficult or impossible from late June to early August because . RS

of low water. The beginning of the raimy season in August agaiia makes navigation A
poasible, The Aldan River is the main supply artery for the entire Alds.n area,
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with ‘the Amuro-Yakutskays Maglstral playing a secondary role, It is the only
river in the area capable of handling heavy traffic, i.e., steamships of 50 or
more tons displacement pulling three barges, each of which when loaded displaces ',
250 tons, This river flows to the east, The Seligdar, Yakokut, Uchur, Timpton,
and other rivers are its north-flowing tributaries, The Alda# River is 700 to
800 meters wide at Tommot, It is mavigable for a considerable but unknowa dis-
tance to the north and east of the confluence of the Aldan and Uchur Rivers |

(N 58-17, E 130-38) and for about 420 kilometers to the west of this confluence
'in the direction of Aldan ‘(to Tommot), The traffic on the latter stretch, con- '
sists of steamships displacing approximately 50 tons, cutters (katery) bf ledbugis-

placement, which when loaded displace approximately 250 toms, The usual practice

is for a steamer to pull about three barges. When it comes to shoals )

1t must detach the barges and pull one at a time around the shoal, Source knew of

two shoal: areas, ome about 30 kilometers east of Tommot (N 58-52, E 126-33) and . o
the other approximately 80 kilometers east of Tommot (N 58-45, E 127-03), o

5. Source kmew of nro bridges over the Aldan River, From late Ootober to middle
April,it is ice covered and can be crossed even by trucks. The rest of the year
1% is orossed by ferries (parogy) and rowboats, Some two-deck passenger boats
also ply the Aldam River, : a :

6. The Timpton River is too shallow, swift, and rocky for steamships or outters, Only
flat bottom, four-ton, ng vhichcarry a six-man orew are used on it, The ‘
Uochur River is about 500 to 600 meters wide at its confluence with the Aldan, but it i .
is so shallow that even in summers of heavy rainfall only fishing smacks can use - :
1t. The Seligdar, Kuranakh, and Yakokut Rivers are.mot used at all for commercial
traffico ) N . I

7. Source gave the folloving approximate river distances: " a ,

" (a) The Aldan River ftomv.':l‘oqz;zot W;Gh&é&ﬁi (Ls;lq:ar ‘the confluence of Aldan amd the
Uchur Rivers - 420 kilometers, - . . .~ . = : .

(v) The,‘A‘J,da.n frdm Tommot to the Timp on Biver- 70k£lcmeter=a o
(o) The Uohur River from the Aldsn Chulba (N 57-46, E 130-54) = 180 kilometers.(sic),

8, The only major road for vehioular traffic ia tine Aldan area is the Amuro~Yakutskaya

Magistrel (AY&M) which runs from Bolshof Never*(N 53-59) E 124-10) through Aldan
(N 58-37, E 125-2,) to the Aldan River opposite Tommot, This is the olly road in
the area that is not striotly comstructed of dirt; It has aisand andhitbne govering, ‘
It is: 4 ;two-a-lanb‘h.‘l‘.ghmy,«ippg_o:dmmgly'wix”‘matéra\r’td:dé;) glving room-for trucks: to.pgss.
There are mansuvering places along ths. road at'intervals, ' The road is.graded-and
dangerous spots are protested by ‘wooden posts. These postsiare about: tyo feet in::
diameter,  four or five feet high, and are placed . at intervale of approximately one L
meter, To allow for drainage there are one-meter-deep ditches along both sides of o
the road. In many spots where the ground is particularly wet, planking '
and gravel (peagk) are laid over the road, The AYaM!is generally: ssrviceadle’the
entire year but it is occasionally made temporarily. inpessable by heavy smowstorms.

. I% is the only supply route from the Trans-Siberian Reilrcad at Bolshoy Neéver to
Aldan in the wintér months, i.e,, {October to April, when the Aldan River is frosen,
Most traffic on the AYaM consists of truck traffic but the road is also plied by
buses, The fare from Bolshoy Never to Aldan is 242 rubles. '

9. Source knew of the following bridges along the AYaM: At Chulman, about 250 kilo=

'~ meters south of Aldan, is a 100-meter-woodea bridge over & tributery of the Timpton,
At Timda, about 400 kilometers south of Aldan, is a 70-meter-woodea bridge, At -
Verkhnly Kuranakh, morth of Aldan, is a 50 to 60-meter-wooden bridge over the

* Euranmakh, At Yakokut, morih of Kuranakh, is a short wooden bridge over the Yakokut o

River, All bridges knowa to source were built of wood and at all of them: passengers ‘ ‘
had to dismount from buses and walk across while the bus went across empty., o
The Churan road running through Vizhhiy Kuranskh from. &¥aM.to..the.Aldan.Biver ' is.abdlit
34 kiqu;etera long but only the four kilometer stretch from AYaM to N, Kuranakh is
now ‘used, o : '
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Supcrdlpation

10. Ac ording to source, controls in this Aldan area became much stiicter in 1949.
Prior to this the Aldan area had been ruled as a political unit anc was subordinate
only to the Yakutsk ASSR. In 1949 it became directly subordinate o t?e MVD like
Kolyma, Verkhoyansk, and the entire Dalstroy region,which had been controlled by
the VD long before,

1L Un page 4 ig a rough mep of the Aldan area, The map is not 1o scale, Hr?wever,
thr:Jc zz-éf-eu*wi thin auihreeginch radius of Aldan is drawn approximate nine kll?meters
o the inch, The seale for the vest of the map is approximately 18 kilomeiers to
bhe inch, According to source, every placc named on the map with the excre:ptlr?n_c_zf
. at, Tommot, the sovkhozy, and kolkhozy and tha region south of Pervyy Quochén
indieates thé éxistende of one or more gold mines. :

50X1

1. Somment: Although this town iz listed on some maps as Bolshoy
Never, source insisted that the name is Never,
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